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we're chatting in

Mary Mack seesis ip attract odd coinci-

just such a vehicie. As
meapolis’s Ancdyne
coffee shop a couple of weeks before her
Fringe Festival debut, Mack hears back from
tleseller. Tt furns out tobe the artistic director
of the Red Eyve Theater, where Mack will be
starring in the festival's Everyone'sa Winner.

“How weird is that,” she says, hor eyes
widening as she hangs up her cell phone.
“I'm a magnet for weird events like that. !
don’t know why.” Her Midwestern accent is
thick, and her wide eyes mirror the “ohs™ she
forms with her Hps.

The traveling comedian, acior, wriler,
and musician taps her {ingernails on the
Forntica tabletop as she details a story about
a recent trip up noith te perform her comic
storytelling act. Afler the show, she met a
chain-smeking elderly woman, a former fur
trapper, in & bar; the woman had a pig's heart
sewed onto her own barely functioning
licker. “Nat only did she have a pig's heart,”
Mack explains, pausing for suspense, “but
shehad a weasel in her trailer. Yegh, and she

-said-'One: night 1 woke-up-and-the.dang

i W

thing was latched onto my elbow.’ Sc now
shehastogo throughrabies shots while deal-
ing with a pig heart. Can you bslisve that? 1
learned all that from going et afiera comedy
show. ! learned about a pig heart, about trap-
pers, and about weasels. Gosh, Thava towrite
that into astory.”

Mack, whose oflslagse name is Mikelle
Budge, isa 30-year-old self-proclaimed “jate
hoomer.” Such a description coukd be avi-
deint in hersbulky blue transparent waich,
which is 50 circa-'85 Swatchi-like you imag-
ine it smells like plastic and bluebsrries. Or
in her vaice that rings with genuine excite-
men! gversnagging her first apartment in the
Citles: “Hsright nexi to the Turt Club, Do you
know where thatis? It will be great bocause I
love seeing musicshows,” she says.

Mack describes herinusical comedy act
as a cross hetween Gilda Radner and A
Froivie Home Companion. 'To this fan, her
standup persona is a hybrid of humorist
Sarah Vowell and SNL aium Victoria Jack-
son. First ofall, there’s the voice, an all-natu-
ral baby squeak that gives all of Mack’s
drolleriss an added punch of often hilari-
ously incongruous innocence. And like Jack-
somn, onee known for ber ecoentric musical
numbers, Mack performs self-penned songs
and covers on her mandolin. You must hear
her singsong rendition of AC/DC’s “You
Shook Me All Night Long.” R

Mack grew up i Websler, Wisc
“tha Sunfish Capital of the World," she offers
dryly, wherea dearth of entertainment options
gave her lime to play music and write jokes.
She says her school was made up of poor
white kids and kids from the nearby Indian
vation. For fur, she and her friends
would go “mudding,” which invalved using
fthe biggest avatiable truck to ravage divt trails
and kivk up enough mud to make the vehicle
Took like ithad been dunked in thehowels of
the Mississippi. “Weactually started a Broneo
on fire thal way,” she says. “So it was a good
time.”

Asoneofsix siblings, Mack adnits it was
partly the competiion for attention (hat at-
tracted her to comny knock-knock jokes,
which she catalogued into s homemadebook
nf500 aye-rollars. Fer comicinstinets led her
to pen a Jack Handy-like column for herhigh
school nowspaper, and later to the siage.
“Nobady aver lisiened to me,” she says. *T
wag always picked on. So H's amazing (o me
hat Tean go onatags and peuple will actually
listen Lo me. ILakes e so happy.”

Mack teceived her undergraduate de-
aroain music from the University of Wiscon-
sin-Oshkosh, and got her MFA in conducting
Fram Mididls Tennessoe Siate University, In
Tennessee, she played clardnet in a polka
band, which she quit becasseherbandmates
wara all unreliable]See RAMBLER page 42}
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‘aneo on fire that way,”
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Ls, The intemperance of polks musi-
snot widely known, Imt s a real prob-
Anck also was an alementory school
eacher before she tumed 1o standup,
ly aliandoning the routine job of giving
s if they simply abstained from pom-

yone another, “T didn’t like going Lo
" she savs, wrin-
1p her nose, " Brervbody carded the
Bverybody worethe same
And theobder they gol, the flatter their

wds were.”
1w sha does a bit ol substitute teaching

suses as nch as possible on perform:-
Hen Tmeet with her again a fow woeks

fack has enconntered a recent spate of

m-the-verge good fortune (hat has et

mbfounded. A talent booker for the
1 Show has invited herout to LA for o,
A, and the casting divector for Pasa-
i is anxious 0 meet with her, oo, The
sdirectore-mailed Mackand told herto
> 0"Lot3”at 1:00 pan., but offe
iy details, vy even driving directions, 1

] OO

ven know where that is, | e-mailed back
led{orastreei addressbut sheneverye-
ad. Those people,” she says, smiling
aking her head as ifshe's tulkingabouta
ofwacky teens who heve an affinity for

‘enand piercing, " Thoy just bk the regt

T

For fun, Mack and her
friends would go
“mudding,” which
involved using the

to ravage dirt trails,
kicking up mud.
“We actually started a

she says. “Seitwas a
good time.”

SRS

world lives Hke they do.”

ek admits she's about as well-versed in
swiness of Hollywood and the fino artof
itselfas

he tady with the pig organ in
st. So lar, Mack has onlyacted ina pait
spendient films: a shorl abont a mishap

iing from fhie caveless use of an invisi-

aotion, and a longer movie, Bock Sovn,

Bwriterdiector Malt Qlson, in which
plays o luckless womun who finally

r thy how | feel all
| Mack says. “lina«:hd;.u ter's reakly
P-aggwasl\ e, Al ahe actually kil s
widy. Not like F'm going fo kEHT any-
Lutit's the wayTam,” shesays.
fea T el Mack (hat she's far from ag-
e, she Uibnks T oo oment bofors in-
ing, Oy, that’s gond.” Like
performers, mavie Mack gels 2] that
il out Sweough perlorming 1 never
had anything belore comedy loexpress
foalings except go running,” she sags,
mg a beak o seb up another dey pun h
And vou e anly run so e when
not inshape.”

MACK can be seen af the ACME COM-
MIPANYAURLIST 24-28




