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She wanted to pursue.

muosic and went to Nashville,

where she attended graduate
senool, taught hand and
formed a polka band,

She loathed teaching, and
jokes about it fn her routine.
(She prefers being on stage
hecnuse “1 get to drink beer,
which is really frowned upon
in the public school system.”)

And the polka band wasn't -
very good, nor is polka popu-
iar in Tennessee she soon
discovarad.

But polka led to comedy. . -
She said she had to fili dead
air during the band’s per-
formaneces, 50 she began
telling stories.

“mvantually, the talking
tonic over,” she said.

“he didn't really pursue
comedy until the summer of
3 and even then she was.
b trying to win gas money.
o get back to Nashvitle. She
igned up for a contest in
nneapolis and her broih-
ers came o watch, i

“he ended up winoing only

Story-telling

Vikings .mowﬁm,.,.v:ﬂ had fun-

‘hanging out-with her broth-
ers, Lo .

“They never came to aclar-
inet recital,” she said. . .
Story-telling is part of her
family, said Mack, who is the
second-youngest of six chil--
dreén, Her family members
are great story-tellers and
she gets a lot of her material
from watching them, she

said.

Mack, who now lives in

“Lino Lakes, has been doing

comedy Fuli-time since thig-
past summer, but still teach-
es clarinet lessons once in
awhile and does some substi-
fute teaching She’s also
interested in improv and will

. be acting in a small inde-

pendent film.

“T just fell into it and I just
think this is what P'm sup-
posed tobe doing,” she said

‘of eomedy. “1 can't do any-

thing else. Al Tcan do'is

perform.”

. Mary Muek will be part of a

. comnedy night at § pom. Saetur-

day af Melwin's in Spicen

I —

. o . . Tribune phote by, Ron Adams
The Java River audience reacts to Mary Mack’s Saturday
night parformance at the Montevidso cafd.




