
  

  
TThhee  RReeaassoonn  YYoouu’’rree  HHeerree!!  

  
SShhoorrttllyy  aafftteerr  bbiirrtthh  ((ssoommeettiimmeess  eeaarrlliieerr)),,  cchhiillddrreenn  bbeeggiinn  ttoo  hheeaarr  aabboouutt  tthhee  
iimmppoorrttaannccee  ooff  ppuurrssuuiinngg  aann  eedduuccaattiioonn..  TThhiiss  hhaannddyy  bbiitt  ooff  gguuiiddaannccee  iiss  ppeerrhhaappss  tthhee  
oonnllyy  tthhiinngg  aa  cchhiilldd  hheeaarrss  mmoorree  tthhaann  ““NNoo!!””  UUnnffoorrttuunnaatteellyy,,  nnoo  oonnee  bbootthheerrss  ttoo  ttaallkk  
aabboouutt::  WWHHYY??  WWhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  ppooiinntt  ooff  ppuurrssuuiinngg  aann  eedduuccaattiioonn  bbeeyyoonndd  hhiigghh  sscchhooooll  
aanndd  hhooww  ddooeess  iitt  ffiigguurree  iinnttoo  bbeeccoommiinngg  aa  ssuucccceessss??  

  
CCoommeeddiiaann  MMiicchhaaeell  DDeeaann  EEsstteerr  gguuiiddeess  aauuddiieenncceess  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  pprreessssuurreess  ppllaacceedd  
oonn  ttooddaayy’’ss  ccoolllleeggee--bboouunndd  ggeenneerraattiioonn..  HHiiss  ggooaall  iiss  ttoo  hheellpp  yyoouunngg  aadduullttss  aarrrriivvee  aatt  
tthhee  ttrruuee  mmeeaanniinngg  ooff  ssuucccceessss  aanndd  ddeemmoonnssttrraattee  hhooww  aa  ccoolllleeggee  eedduuccaattiioonn  ccaann  
hheellpp  tthheemm  ddeeffiinnee  ssuucccceessss  iinn  tthheeiirr  iinnddiivviidduuaall  lliivveess..  UUssiinngg  hhiiss  oowwnn  lliiffee  aass  aann  
eexxaammppllee,,  MMiicchhaaeell  eennccoouurraaggeess  ssttuuddeennttss  ttoo  ddiissccoovveerr  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  ppaarrttiiccuullaarr  sskkiillllss  
aanndd  iinntteerreessttss  aass  tthhee  bbaassiiss  ffoorr  aa  ffuullffiilllliinngg  ccaarreeeerr..  ((TThhee  RReeaassoonn  YYoouu’’rree  HHeerree!!))  
AAfftteerr  aallll,,  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  aarree  ppaassssiioonnaattee  aabboouutt  tthheeiirr  wwoorrkk  aarree  tthhee  rriicchheesstt  ppeeooppllee  
iinnddeeeedd  bbeeccaauussee  tthheeyy  ddoonn’’tt  rreeaallllyy  wwoorrkk  aatt  aallll..      
  
““WWhheenn  yyoouu  ddiissccoovveerr  yyoouurr  ppaassssiioonn,,  yyoouu  uunnlleeaasshh  aa  
wwhhoollee  nneeww  mmoottiivvaattiioonn  ffoorr  ppuurrssuuiinngg  aann  eedduuccaattiioonn..    
YYoouu  ffiinnaallllyy  uunnddeerrssttaanndd  wwhhyy  yyoouu  ssttaarrtteedd  hheeaarriinngg    
aabboouutt  iitt  tthhee  mmoommeenntt  yyoouu  wweerree  bboorrnn..  YYoouu  lleeaarrnn  tthhee    
rreeaall  rreeaassoonn  yyoouu  ggoo  ttoo  ccoolllleeggee::  YYOOUU..””  
  
TThhiiss  llaauugghhtteerr--ffiilllleedd  pprreesseennttaattiioonn  iiss  aa  mmuusstt  ffoorr  ssttuuddeennttss  eemmbbaarrkkiinngg  oonn  aa  ccoolllleeggee  
eedduuccaattiioonn..  IInn  aann  eerraa  wwhheerree  ssoo  mmuucchh  eemmpphhaassiiss  iiss  ppllaacceedd  oonn  tthhee  nneeeedd  ttoo  ppllaann  
ffoorr  ccoolllleeggee,,  aa  ssttaaggggeerriinngg  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ssttuuddeennttss  ffoorrggeett  ttoo  ppllaann  ffoorr  wwhhaatt  ccoommeess  
aafftteerrwwaarrdd..  TThhrroouugghhoouutt  aa  ddeeccaaddee  ooff  ppeerrffoorrmmiinngg  aass  aa  ccoommeeddiiaann  aatt  ccoolllleeggee  
ccaammppuusseess  nnaattiioonnwwiiddee,,  MMiicchhaaeell  hhaass  ssppookkeenn  wwiitthh  lliitteerraallllyy  tthhoouussaannddss  ooff  ssttuuddeennttss  
wwhhoo  pprrooffeessss  nnoo  cclluuee  wwhhaattssooeevveerr  wwhhaatt  tthheeyy’’rree  ddooiinngg  tthheerree..  PPuutt  ssiimmppllyy,,  tthhiiss  
pprreesseennttaattiioonn  iiss  tthhee  cclluuee  tthhaatt  ssoollvveess  tthhee  ppuuzzzzllee..  BByy  ppllaacciinngg  tthhee  ccoolllleeggee  
eexxppeerriieennccee  iinn  iittss  pprrooppeerr  ccoonntteexxtt  aass  aa  ppaatthhwwaayy  ttoo  aa  rreewwaarrddiinngg  ccaarreeeerr,,  MMiicchhaaeell  
cchhaalllleennggeess  hhiiss  aauuddiieennccee  ttoo  eennggaaggee  tthheeiirr  iimmaaggiinnaattiioonnss  aass  wweellll  aass  tthheeiirr  bbrraaiinnss..    
  

  
  
  

 
 
 
 
 

“College is more than a time for 
learning. It is a time for dreaming 
big. Of equal importance, it is a 
time to build foundations for those 
dreams. It is a time for defining 
and living up to the only set of 
expectations that truly matter:  
your own.”  



  
 
 

  

  
 

 
 

 

     

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Basic Outline: 
 
(Note: The presentation itself is punctuated by jokes from my act and amusing stories 
from my life. A thumbnail sketch of the “content” appears below. It’s the 20 minute 
version, as well as a first draft from the first booking, so obviously I’m going to flesh it 
out substantially as a stand-alone event.) 
 
1. Greetings and thanks for the people who sponsored the event. 
 
2. An explanation of my job, my career pursuit: stand up comedy 
 
3. Introduction to tonight’s topic: Why the heck are we here, anyway? 
 
4. Before the why’s, a note on how incredibly fortunate all of you are. 

A. It’s okay to be nervous when embarking on something new. 
B. Right now, at this moment, you’re the luckiest people on Earth. 

* Nobody, not the richest person, can go back and start over. 
* You’re AT THE BEGINNING right now, the blank slate. 

(How many of you would trade places with Bill Gates, the richest man in America?  
SHOW OF HANDS. In an interview, Bill Gates was asked if he had any regrets.  He said 
that the one thing he wished he could do was go back and finish college. He said it would 
have given him a better foundation for everything that happened to him afterward.) 

C. In reality, YOU can trade places with Bill Gates.  (It won’t be easy.) 
* Be as innovative, work as hard, you can be on the Forbes 400 

D. But ...  Bill Gates can’t trade places with you.  (Nobody can go back.) 
     * Appreciate the value of where you are. (Worth billions) 

E. Two types of regrets 
* Commission - things you did you wished you hadn’t 
* Omission - things you wished you had done that you didn’t 
* Live your life avoiding the SECOND kind.  

 
5. Let’s make a list of reasons that AREN’T good reasons to go to college: 

A. “Just to make your parents happy” 
* Surprise: your parents don’t want you to go to  
* What they really want is for you to SUCCEED & be HAPPY. 
* Unless you do something you believe in, you won’t do either. 

B. “Just to make more money” 
* It’s true that college grads make more, but are they happier? 
* Some of the most miserable people I know have tons of money. 
* It’s how you spend your time, not your money, that defines you. 

 C. “Just to PARTY!” 
* Never play a drinking game ... 
* Why kill all those brain cells you’re there to educate? 
* “Experimenting” with drugs? That experiment has been done. 

 
6.  So what are some GOOD reasons to go to college? 

A. To Get away from other people’s expectations and focus on yours 
* Find out who YOU really are 
* Blaze your own trail, your own course of study 

 B. Indulge your intellect.  
*Indulge your natural sense of wonder and curiosity. 
*Enrich yourself by learning.  
*The more you learn, the more you know, the more interesting you  

become, the more distinct you are, the more you develop into 
the one true "YOU" that you are capable of being. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

  
 

C.  To make a plan for the rest of your life.  
* What I find amazing as I talk to seniors in college... 
* “What's the plan?”  I don't know.   
* You have to plan your work and work your plan. 
* The best advice I ever got, the point that changed my life: 
* My guidance counselor asked: What would you do if you 

 knew you couldn't fail?  I joked that I would make 
a living being funny. 

* I said it in the 8-yr-old “I want to be an Astronaut” way 
* He said ... so ... do it. : "Do your thing." 
* My point is: Make a plan for your life & stick to it. 
* I know you're thinking ... we can't all tell jokes for a living.  

Yes, but you can make your own plan to make a living doing 
your thing and be just as happy about it. (My father the coal 
miner...) 

D. THE NUMBER ONE REASON: Discovering your PASSION, your thing. 
* Caution: some of your classes will suck. They’re supposed to. 
* Others will be interesting to the point of seeming effortless. 
* I challenge you to find your thing, live it, and you'll never work a 

day in your life because you'll be making a living doing 
something you would otherwise do for free. I offer myself as 
an example. I do my thing in some pretty cool places. On 
cruise ships ... I'm getting paid to be on a pleasure cruise.  At 
schools, I get paid to hang out and make college students  
laugh. I love this job. Comedy is what gets me out of bed 
every single afternoon. I love my job.  More I cannot wish 
you than a job you love doing, a career you enjoy.  That's 
success. That's richness.  That is, listen to me, the fruit of a 
college education. 

 
7. The best part ... is that's it's right in front of you. 

A. I remind you that you are at the most enviable point in anyone's life.  
* The beginning. Blank slate. Billionaires would trade places with 

you if they could, but they can't, so make sure you make the   
most of this billion dollar opportunity. 

B. This stage of your life is worth a fortune.  
* In reality, it costs a small fortune, so treat it like an investment and 

spend each day wisely.   
 
8. And finally, I want to leave you with the quote that hangs on the wall of my office.  
Loosely translated, it applies to your college education. Here it goes: 
 
This is the beginning of a new phase of your life. You have been given this time to do 
with as you like. You can waste it, or you can use it for good. What you do with this 
time is important because you are trading four years of your young life for it, the last 
years of your youth. When that span of time is gone, it’s gone forever. In its place will 
be something that you have left behind; that something is the foundation for the rest of 
your life.  Let it be something good.  
 
 


